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Washington, DC: Congressman Ron Paul, insisting that the House International Relations
committee follow constitutional principles, yesterday introduced a formal congressional
declaration of war with Iraq. The language of the declaration was very clear: "A state of war is
declared to exist between the United States and the government of Iraq."

"I don’t believe in resolutions that cite the UN as authority for our military actions," Paul stated
yesterday after a committee hearing. "America has a sovereign right to defend itself, and we
don’t need UN permission or approval to act in the interests of American national security. The
decision to go to war should be made by the U.S. Congress alone. Congress should give the
President full warmaking authority, rather than binding him with resolutions designed to please
our UN detractors."

"Sadly, the leadership of both parties on the International Relations committee fails to
understand that the Constitution requires a congressional declaration of war before our troops
are sent into battle," Paul continued. "One Republican member stated that the constitutional
requirement that Congress declare war is an anachronism and should no longer be followed,"
while a Democratic member said that a declaration of war would be ‘frivolous.’ I don’t think most
Americans believe our Constitution is outdated or frivolous, and they expect Congress to follow
it."

"When Congress issued clear declarations of war against Japan and Germany during World
War II, the nation was committed and victory was achieved," Paul concluded. "When Congress
shirks its duty and avoids declaring war, as with Korea, and Vietnam, the nation is less
committed and the goals are less clear. No lives should be lost in Iraq unless Congress
expresses the clear will of the American people and votes yes or no on a declaration of war."
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